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PREFACE 

The  aim  of  this  book  is  to  provide  graduated  reading 
lessons  in  correct  Grade  II.  Braille  for  beginners  who  have  lost 
their  sight  after  having  learned  to  read  ordinary  print.  The 
ground  covered  is  from  the  alphabet  to  the  final  contractions. 

For  the  benefit  of  readers  who  have  learned  the  signs  in 
alphabetical  order  no  contractions  are  used  in  the  opening 
lessons,  though  some  were  given  in  the  manual  to  which  this 
book  is  the  sequel ; these  appear  subsequently  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  Braille  Primer,  except  that 

(1)  AND,  FOR,  OF,  THE,  WITH,  and  contractions 
containing  Dots  i or  4 , are  introduced  before  the  word 
signs  BUT  to  AS. 

(2)  CON  and  COM  are  introduced  in  the  same 
lesson. 

The  first  lesson  contains  the  twenty-six  letters  of  the 
alphabet  and  the  full  stop  : each  subsequent  lesson  introduces 
new  signs,  printed  in  the  Key  in  bold  type  for  facility  of 
reference.  Every  new  sign,  as  it  is  introduced,  is  presented 
in  a way  intelligible  to  readers  of  moderate,  or  even  elementary 
education,  and  no  long  or  difficult  words  are  used  in  the 
first  few  lessons.  A sign  once  used  is  repeated  in  every  lesson 
to  fix  it  in  the  memory. 

Except  in  page  numbers  the  Number  sign  is  not  used  until 
the  nth  lesson ; the  Poetry,  Accent,  Capital,  Decimal,  and 
Tetter  signs  are  omitted  as  they  scarcely  come  within  the 
scope  of  a first  Reader  ; while  the  Abbreviations  are  not 
introduced,  because  suggesting  their  own  meaning,  they  are 
easily  mastered  in  the  ordinary  course  of  reading. 

The  last  lesson,  unlike  the  rest,  does  not  recapitulate  every 
sign,  but  gives  examples  of  all  compound  contractions  those 
of  Cols.  V.  to  VII.  being  first  introduced  in  short  phrases  in 
their  alphabetical  order. 

A loose-leaf  style  of  binding  is  adopted  in  the  Braille 
version  to  enable  a sheet  to  be  withdrawn  for  study  while  the 
rest  are  kept  free  from  pressure. 

Eastbourne. 

February,  1934. 
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BRAILLE  READING 
SIMPLIFIED 


NOTES  AND  KEY 


Signs  appearing  for  the  first  time  are  printed  in  bold  type. 
The  sign  | marks  the  end  of  a line  in  the  Braille  version 


Braille  MY  DOG 

Page 

5 A week  ago  Dad  gave  me  a black1  j dog.  I 

call  my  dog  Jack.  He  is  only  j a pup.  Dad 

says  he  is  six  weeks  old.  | I am  sure  Jack 
loves  a walk.  If  he  | sees  me  get  my  hat  he 
jumps  up  at  J me.  If  I get  a book  he  only  gazes  at  j 

6 me  quietly. 


The  six  words  A,  AND,  FOR,  OF,  THE,  WITH,  are  written 
without  a space  between  them  when  two  or  more  of  their 
number  stand  next  to  one  another. 


THE  NEW  BOX 

7 and  for  of  the  with  | 

Jim  and  Dick  want  a new  box  for  tools.  I 
They  get  a saw  and  / a bag  of  nails.  They  ask  | 
a man  for  wood  and  he  gives  them  a few  | pieces 
of  wood  and  an  old  lock.  The  boys  | make  the 
box  at  once.  Then  they  fix  the  lock  | on  the  box 
with  screws  of  equal  size. 


i.  At  the  end  of  a line  the  reader  should  crook  two  fingers 
and  run  them  to  the  left  in  the  space  between  the  lines,  keeping 
close  to  the  line  just  read. 
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A PAIR  OF  GFOVES 

9 ch  gh  sh  th  wh  ed  er  | 

I met  the  poor  crazy  girl  who  lives  | at  the  fish 
shop.  She  walked  on  the  high  road  | and  sang  while 
she  walked.  She  held  a big  | jug  of  water.  I gave 
her  an  old  pair  of  | extra  thick  gloves  for  she  seemed 
cold  and  | her  hands  looked  badly  chapped.  She 
checked  | 

10  her  walk  and  thanked  me  for  them  with  a queer  sigh. 


THE  CAT  AND  THE  STARTING 

11  ou  ow  st  ing  ble  ar  | 

Tom  is  a big  black  cat  who  lives  j next  door.  Bob 
is  a st  arling  on  the  top  of  a | wall.  Both  Tom  and 
Bob  look  hungry.  | 

Took  at  the  cat  gazing  quietly  at  Bob.  | He  lies 
down  flat  and  then  he  jumps.  He  | misses  Bob  for  the 
starling  catches  sight  of  Tom  | and  flies  away  with  a 
loud  cry.  | 

12  The  poor  bird  has  a horrible  shock.  And  the  | cat 
is  vexed  for  he  gets  no  nice  tasty  j st  arling  for  supper. 

Signs  with  a space  on  either  side  are  WORD  SIGNS.  B 
is  the  word  sign  for  BUT  ; C,  for  CAN  ; etc.  The  full 
list  is  given  in  the  Book  of  Contractions  (price  3d.) 
published  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  which  is 
recommended  for  use  with  this  and  the  following  lessons. 

THE  WEEKLY  VISIT 

( See  Book  of  Contractions  pp.  1,  2.) 

13  I visit  my  Uncle  Joe  every  week  with  my  | niece 
Rose.  She  has  a bicycle  and  can  | ride  the  whole  way 
without  feeling  tired.  I | start  from  home  while  she 
starts  from  town  and  we  | meet  an  hour  and  a quarter 
later.  I 

Do  go  with  me  next  week  if  possible.  I have  | a 
bicycle  but  I seldom  ride  now.  I am  | afraid  I am 
growing  lazy.  | 

14  Last  week  I started  earlier  than  usual  and  | I caught 
the  bus  just  at  the  corner  of  our  | street.  Then  I 
changed  at  the  High  Street  and  I | took  a tram  for  the 
rest  of  the  way. 
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THE  LAME  MARE 

(See  Book  of  Contractions,  pp.  2,  3.) 

15  Do  just  have  a look  at  my  mare  as  you  go  past  the 
field  on  the  left  of  the  church.  Last  night  my 
eldest  nephew  made  the  poor  thing  jump  a rather 
wide  ditch  but  he  handled  her  so  badly  that  she 
fell  down  and  broke  her  knees.  | 

My  husband  is  quite  furious  with  the  boy.  I am 
very  angry  too.  The  lad  has  no  knowledge  of  horses 
yet  he  fancies  he  can  ride  rather  well.  People 

16  tell  us  that  sooner  or  later  he  lames  every  | horse  he 
rides.  He  supposes  it  looks  | smart.  But  he  will  not 
ride  my  mare  like  that  any  more  | if  I can  help  it.1 2 
And  I hope  he  will  soon  go  | back  home  for  from  what  I 
can  see  he  just  loves  | giving  trouble. 


Lower  signs — those  containing  neither  Dot  i nor  Dot  4 
vary  in  meaning  according  to  their  position  in  a word. 
Lower  A (Dot  2)  is  the  contraction  EA  in  the  middle  of 
a word  (between  the  first  and  last  letters),  as  in  LEAF, 
PEAR,  REAP.  After  a word  this  same  sign  is  a COMMA. 

Bottom  A (Dot  3)  is  the  ABBREVIATION  DOT,  as  in 
The  cat’s  tail. 

THE  GRUMBLER 

( See  Book  of  Contractions,  pp.  4,  5.) 

17  leaf,  pear,  reap,  The  cat’s  tail.  | 

My  back  is  very  bad,  and  my  head  has  not  j stopped 
aching,  and  my  cough  still  troubles  me.  Every  | night 
baby  wakes  up  screaming,  and  I can  | scarcely  sleep  for 
more  than  an  hour  at  a | stretch.  It  is  a dog’s  life. 
As  I feel  I | need  a real  change  I shall  go  out  of  town  for 
a I month,  and  I shall  take  the  eldest  child  with  me.  | 

18  Smith  has  just  told  us  of  a rather  small,  but 
quite  | charming  cottage  which  he  saw  at  Seaton. 
It  is  | near  the  sea2  and  not  far  from  the  shops.  The 
people  who  own  j it  are  letting  it  furnished,  and  the 

1.  A word  sign  may  be  followed  by  a punctuation  sign. 

2.  EA  is  not  contracted  here  because  it  is  not  in  the 
middle  of  a word. 
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maid  will  very  | probably  stay  and  take  care  of  it.  If 
this  is  | so  we  shall  take  it.  j 

I do  hope  we  shall  like  Seaton,  and  not  have  bad  | 
weather.  But  we  shall  see  quite  a lot  of  you,  and 
that  | bit  of  knowledge  is  very  cheering.  _ 

Lower  B,  (Dots  2,  3)  is  the  syllable  BE  at  the  beginning  of 
a word,  as  in  BELIEVE,  BEFALL  ; BB  in  the  middle 
of  a word,  as  in  RUBBISH,  SCRUBBING;  and  a 
SEMICOLON  after  a word. 

AT  THE  SEASIDE 

19  believe  ; befall  ; rubbish  ; scrubbing.  | 

I shall  be  delighted  if  you  two  people  can  go  with 
us  | on  the  beach  now  that  the  tide  is  ebbing  ; but  the 
sands  | will  still  be  wet  so  beware  of  them,  and  do 
put  on  | thick  shoes  with  rubber  soles.  | 

Baby  is  quite  weary  from  her  journey.  She  will 
not  | be  going  out  with  us  this  morning  ; Nurse  will 
be  with  her  | while  we  are  out.  I believe  I can  hear  the  | 

20  poor  child  sobbing  now  ; she  is  just  cutting  her  | first 
tooth,  which  makes  her  rather  cross.  I fear  | we  shall 
have  trouble  like  this  with  every  tooth  she  cuts.  | 

The  new  nurse  came  from  London  three  | weeks 
ago  ; but  it  looks  as  if  she  manages  | Baby  very  badly, 
for  the  child  is  becoming  more  and  more  | spoilt.  If 
I say  anything  Nurse  only  j stares  and  looks 
bewildered  ; she  has  no  knowledge  of  a | baby's  ways. 

Middle  C (Dots  2, 5)  is  the  SYLLABLECON  at  the  beginning 
of  a word,  as  in  CONCERN  ; CC  in  the  middle  of  a word, 
as  in  ACCEPT  ; and  a COLON  after  a word. 

Bottom  C (Dots  3,  6)  is  the  contraction  COM  at  the 
beginning  of  a word  as  in  COMMAND  (it  is  not  necessarily 
a syllable)  ; a HYPHEN  in  the  middle  of  a word  or  at 
the  end  of  a line,  as  in  RE-MAKE ; and  a DASH  after  a 
word,  when  it  is  doubled. 

Lower  D (Dots  2,  5,  6)  is  the  syllable  DIS  at  the 
beginning  of  a word,  as  in  DISMAL  ; DD  in  the  middle  of 
a word,  as  in  GIDDY  ; and  a FULL  STOP,  or  an 
ABBREVIATION  DOT  after  a word — the  distinct  on 
being  revealed  by  the  context. 
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THE  MUSIC -MASTER 

concern  : accept  : command — re-make.  | dismal, 

giddy.  Mr.  J.  Brown.  | , ' . 

The  building  with  the  rather  low  gables  which 
you  saw  as  you  | came  from  the  common  is  our 
school— we  shall  pass  | it  as  we  go  home.  We  have  a 
new  music.master  | this  term  : I confess  I am  very 

pleased  • for  Mr.  I Maddox,  the  last  master,  made 
no  success  of  'the  | concerts.  He  behaved  so 
queerly  toe— the  boys  | , . 

will  not  be  sorry  he  has  left.  He  occupied  | comfortable 
rooms  over  a tobacconist’s.  I can  | remember  a 
robbery  which  occurred  at  the  middle  | house  just 
opposite  us.  The  thieves  stole  cash  [ and  clothing, 
and  disappeared  like  a flash.  The  po-  | lice  asked  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  what  they  | knew  but  discovered 
nothing.  A man  met  Maddox  | out  quite  late  that 
night  and  the  boys  do  say  still  that  he  | has  more 
knowledge  of  the  burglary  than  most  people. 


Lower  E (Dots  2,  6)  is  EN,  at  the  beginning,  in  the  middle, 
and  at  the  end  of  a word,  as  in  END,  LEND,  OPEN. 
Standing  alone  it  is  the  word  sign  ENOUGH. 

Lower  F (Dots  2,  3,  5)  is  the  word  sign  TO  when  it  is 
written  close  in  front  of  the  next  word,  as  1 O / SA\  ; 
in  the  middle  of  a word  it  is  FF  ; at  the  end,  an 
EXCLAMATION  MARK,  as  DUFFER  ! 


Lower  G (Dots  2,  3,  5.  6)  is  the  OPENING  BRACKET 
in  front  of  a word  ; GG  in  the  middle  ; and  the 
CLOSING  BRACKET  after  a word,  as  (GIGGLES). 
Standing  alone  it  is  the  word  sign  WERE. 


There  are  two  main  rules  governing  lower  signs 

(1)  Two  lower  signs  may  not  be  close  together  with 
a space  on  either  side  the  combined  two. 

(2)  Three  or  more  lower  signs  may  not  be  close 
together  unless  all  are  punctuation  signs. 


PROFESSOR  SMITH 

end,  lend,  open,  to/say,  duffer  J (gi£i|les).  | 

Do  look  ! That  shabby -looking  old  man  near  us  | 
is  Professor  Smith  : he  has  quite  a store  of  j knowledge 
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of  Hebrew  and  Greek,  but  a shocking  memory  | for 
common  affairs.  (He  is  very  like  my  eccentric  | old 
brother.)  Last  night  we  were  at  a | friend’s  house, 
and  we  were  told  a story  of  the  | old  chap  which  is 
funny  enough  to/repeat.  I shall  | 

24  tell  it  to /you  just  as  we  heard  it.  | 

Professor  S.  wishes  to /enquire  how  a | sick 
child  is.  He  has  every  reason  to /believe  people  | 
will  come  while  he  is  out,  so  he  leaves  a no-  | tice  on  the 
front  door  saying  he  will  be  | back  at  eleven.  But 
having  rather  a lot  of  things  | to/dohedoesnot  go  home 
till  noon.  Then  | seeing  the  notice  on  the  door  he  reads 
it  with  | concern  and  dismay.  (For  he  is  far,  far 
too  | 

25  hazy  to  /remember  having  written  it ; he  does  | not 
even  recognise  the  hand-writing.)  | 

He  lingers  awhile  ; then  muttering  that  he  can  | 
wait  no  more  for  a man  as  unpunctual  as  this,  | he  adds 
a note  saying  how  sorry  he  is  not  | to /have  been 
able  to/see  the  Professor,  and  begging  to*  j be  allowed 
to/come  from1 2  four  to/five  or — better  still  | — at  seven 
that  evening  if  quite  convenient.  Then  he  | 

26  walks  away. 


Lower  H (Dots  2,  3,  6)  is  the  OPENING 

QUOTATION  MARK  (“)  in  front  of  a word,  and  a 
QUESTION  MARK  (?)  after  a word,  as  in  the  examples 
WHY  ? and  “ PUNCH  Standing  alone  it  is  the  word 
sign  HIS. 

Lower  I (Dots  3,  5)  is  IN  at  the  beginning,  in  the  middle, 
and  at  the  end  of  a word,  as  in  INK,  PINK,  PIN. 
Standing  alone  it  is  the  word  sign  IN.  When  followed 
by  lower  F it  is  the  word  sign  INTO,  which,  like  TO,  is 
written  close  to  the  following  word. 

Lower  J (Dots  3,  5,  6)  is  the  word  sign  BY  in  front  of  a 
word.  Like  TO,  it  is  written  close  to  the  following 


1 . Here  TO  is  written  in  full  because  it  comes  at  the  end  of  a 
line  and  so  cannot  immediately  precede  the  following  word. 

2.  FROM  (upper  F)  has  a space  on  either  side.  TO  (lower 
F)  comes  close  to  the  following  word. 
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word,  as  in  BY/BUS.  After  a word  Lower  J is  the 
CLOSING  QUOTATION  MARK  (M) , as  in  the  example 
“PUNCH’ . Standing  alone  it  is  the  word  sign  WAS. 
The  difference  between  BY  and  WAS  is  one  of  position  only 
— BY  standing  close  to  the  following  word,  WAS  having  a 
space  on  either  side. 


THE  DRAPER’S  ASSISTANT 

27  why?  ink,  pink,  pin,  into/it.  “Punch”  by /bus.  | 

It  was  with  a thrill  of  delight  that  Jane  took  | her 
first  season  ticket  from  Kensington  to  West-  | 
minster.  This  was  quite  the  biggest  event  of  her  life,  j 
for  she  was  just  beginning  to  earn  her  living  as 
anas-  | sistant  in  a draper’s  shop.  When  she  arrived  | in 
the  shop  the  head  girl  showed  her  how  to  sell  J ribbon  ; 
and  she  learned  to  call  out  ‘ ‘ Sign,  | 

28  please  ! *’  to  the  shop-walker,  who  examined  her 
bills  and  then  scribbled  his  initials  on  them. 
(Probably  he  discovered  mistakes  now  and  then  ; 
for  she  was  bad  at  sums. ) | 

Jane  was  compelled  to  stand  for  hours  selling 
every  | kind  of  ribbon  to  the  people  who  came  into/the 
shop.  At  | 7 p.m.  all  the  girls  were  dismissed  for  the 
night  | and  began  to  go  home.  | 

“Well,  how  did  vou  get  on  ? ’’  asked  her  | 

29  sister,  when  Jane  appeared  at  home,  very  | weary  and 
as  white  as  a ghost.  Still  the  girl  was  | ready  enough  to 
chat  of  her  doings  and  replied  : — | 

“ Oh ! I got  on  well.  I was  shown  which  was  my  | 
place  ; then,  accompanied  by  /another  new  girl  | I went 
to  the  manager  and  we  were  told  what  to  do.  | I believe 
I shall  soon  get  into /the  ways  of  the  | place  and  like  it.” 
Then  rather  confidingly  she  added  : — | 

30  “I  will  do  all  I can  to  make  a fortune  for  us.* ’ | 

” But  did  you  have  sufficient  to  eat  ? 99  asked  her  | 
sister,  concerned  for  the  child's  comfort.  (For  to 
her  knowledge  | Jane's  appetite  was  not  of  the 
biggest.)  | 


“Oh,  yes!’*  was1  the  repty,  “I  got  more 
than  | enough.2**  | 

“ Now  be  advised  by  /me,  and  rest  by /the  fire  for  | 
half  an  hour  or  so,**  suggested  her  sister.  And  | Jane 
agreed  gladly. 


The  next  lesson  illustrates  false  middle  A (Dot  5)  added  to 
other  signs,  making  COMPOUND  CONTRACTIONS.  The 
reader  should  remember  that  false  signs  are  like  elementary 
ones,  but  with  a clear  space  on  the  left,  instead  of  the 
right.  If  any  sign  other  than  A,  K,  L,  or  B has  a space 
on  its  right  (except  at  the  end  of  a word),  a compound 
contraction  will  follow.  A compound  word  sign,  like 
DAY,  can  be  recognised  by  the  extra  space  between  it 
and  the  preceding  word. 


CAPTAIN  MAY’S  WEDDING 

(See  Book  of  Contractions , pp.  5 — 5.) 

31  The  other  day  I saw  a crowd  of  people  gazing  | 
eagerly  into  a church.  As  nearly  everybody  was 
holding  a paper  bag  I was  not  surprised  when 
presently  a wedding-party3  came  out,  and  a 
new-  | ly  married  couple  hurried  through  a shower 
of  | confetti  to  a carriage  which  was  waiting  for  them,  j 

Can  you  guess  who  the  bridegroom  was  ?2  j 
Capt.  May,  whom  I have  not  seen  since  1914  ! | 

32  It  was  quite  by  accident  I happened  to  be  passing  | 
through  that  part  of  the  town  at  the  time — I scarcely 
ever  j go  there  so  early — but  on  that  particular  day 
I was  | coming  from  the  christening  of  my  brother's 
child.  | 

I caught  a glimpse  of  the  bride  ; very  dain-  j tv, 
rather  pale,  and  looking  distinctly  charming.  I | 
discovered  later  she  is  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  | P.  Gray. 


1.  Here  are  two  lower  J’s,  the  first  a closing  quotation  mark; 
the  second,  the  word  WAS. 

2.  The  reason  why  this  word  is  written  in  full  is  that 
a lower  word  sign  may  not  precede  or  follow  a punctuation 
mark,  or  two  lower  signs  would  come  together  with  a space  on 
either  side  (see  page  9). 

3.  Feel  the  Thin  Division  between  Dot  5 and  P. 
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(His1  name  will  be  familiar  enough  to  you  : | 

he  is  the  author  of  the  well-known  book  called  | 

33  “ The  Lord’s  disciples.”)2  | 

Oddly  enough,  I saw  this  same  couple  once  | more 
that  day  just  as  they  were  leaving  home.  A small  | 
boy,  having  affixed  one  old  shoe  to  the  top  of  the  | car 
and  another  under  the  luggage,  was  standing  by,  | 
rubbing  his  hands  with  glee.  (How  thoroughly  every 
boy  | can  do  work  like  that !)  The  father  and  mother 
of  the  bride  were  J bidding  farewell.  Then  some/one 
opened  the  door  of  the  | 

34  car  and  the  young  couple  got  in,  and  drove  away.  | 

I have  some  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Capt. 
May,  so  I know  | I am  right  in  saying  his  wife  ought 
to  be  very  hap-  j py.  I do  not  believe  a more  generous 
man  exists  | anywhere.  I want  to  see  them  if  possible 
when  | they  return  ; so  let  us  hope  I shall  still  be  here 
in  | a fortnight's  time. 


There  are  five  compound  contractions  made  with  false 
upper  B (Dots  4,  5)  UPON  WORD  THESE  THOSE 
WHOSE. 

Six  compound  contractions  are  made  with  false  L 
(Dots  4,  5,  6)  CANNOT  HAD  MANY  SPIRIT 
WORLD  THEIR. 

A TRIP  TO  PARIS 

( See  Book  of  Contractions,  pp.  8,9,  Cols.  3,4.) 

[Readers  may  find  it  helpful  to  memorise  the  two  following 
phrases.] 

35  Upon  my  word  ! These  men  and  those  women 

are  idle.  | Whose  fault  is  it  ? | 

They  cannot  have  had  many  people  of  spirit  if 
the  world  was  their  | master.  | 

It  is  just  three  days  since  my  sister  went  | to  Paris  ; 
we  had  word  from  her  this  morning.  She  [ told  us 

1.  See  Note  2 on  previous  page  for  the  reason  why  HIS  is 
written  in  full. 

2.  Three  lower  signs  together,  all  punctuation  marks  {see  p.9) . 
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of  the  crossing,  which  was  very  bad.  Many  people 
were  | ill.  In  particular  she  noticed  one  poor  wo-  | 

36  man  whose  head  bobbed  in  pathetic  fashion  every  | time 
the  boat  lurched.  Those  who  were  bad  sailors  | were 
not  sorry  to  land.  | 

At  Dieppe — for  she  went  by  that  route — she  had  | 
to  go  through  the  Customs  House  where  she  was 
detained  | some  time.  Then  the  journey  to  Paris  was 
rather  trying.  J She  writes  : — I 

“ The  carriage  was  very  full.  There  was  a father 
with  his  | three  fidgety  boys ; their  luggage  piled  | 

37  high  upon  the  rack  and  flowing  out  into  the 
corri-  | dor.”  She  adds  : — You  cannot  imagine 
the  discomfort  | I suffered,  but  knowing  me  as  you 
do  you  will  agree  that  | my  conduct  showed  a 
patient  spirit.  | 

I quite  understand  a girl  of  her  character  thinking 
she  ought  | to  travel.  She  hopes  to  gain  more 
knowledge  of  the  world  than  J by  staying  here  (where 
she  lived  as  a child),  and  I do  | believe  she  is  right. 
Still  I shall  be  glad  enough  for  our  J 

38  mother’s  sake  when  she  can  come  back ! | 

Has  it  ever  occured  to  you  that  so  many  young 
girls  j go  abroad  in  these  days  who  formerly  might 
have  | been  obliged  to  stay  at  home  like  me  ? To  name  I 
only  one,  our  landlord’s  daughter,  who  works  for  j 
Dash  & Co.  is  now  able  to  spend  her  holidays  | in 
Germany  every  year.  | 


FINAL,  CONTRACTIONS 

(See  Book  of  Contractions,  pp.  io,  n,  Cols.  5 to  7.) 

FINAL  CONTRACTIONS  are  used  only  in  the  middle  or 
at  the  end  of  a word.  They  are  made  by  putting  a false 
sign  before  the  FINAL  letter  of  a group  ; e.g.,  False  K 
(Dots  4,  6)  followed  by  D makes  OUND,  as  in  CONFOUND. 
Five  final  contractions  are  made  with  false  K : — OUND 
ANCE  SION  LESS  OUNT.  In  the  following  phrase 
words  which  begin  with  C (hard)  contain  a final  contraction 
beginning  with  false  K : — 


T4 


AN  UNEXPECTED  QUESTION 

39  Confound  Constance  ! Her  Confession  is  Careless 

and  | does  not  Count.  | 

When  false  K stands  in  front  of  a word  it  indicates 
italics: — I am  very  glad.  | 

Seven  final  contractions  are  made  with  false  lower  B 
(Dots  5,  6)  ENCE  ONG  FUL  TION  NESS  MENT 

ITY.  In  the  next  phrase  words  which  begin  with  B 
contain  a final  contraction  beginning  with  false  lower  B : — 
Benevolence  will  Belong  to  a Beautiful 
Benediction  | overcoming  Baseness,  Bereave- 
ment, and  Brutality.  \ 

Two  final  contractions  are  made  with  false  lowest  A 
(Dot  6)  : — ATI  ON  ALLY.  In  the  next  phrase  words 
which  begin  with  A contain  a final  contraction  beginning 
with  false  lowest  A. 

This  Alteration  is  made  Annually.  [ 


40  Mv  mother  whose  name  of  Prudence  did  not 
really  j suit  her  character, had  a painful  experience  once  | 
when  in  France.  Full1  of  longing  to  visit  a cer-  | tain 
city  (which  shall  be  nameless)  she  went  there  alone.  | 
From  the  station  she  drove  through  throngs  of  people 
to  one  of  the  | many  hotels  of  importance,  where  she 
carefully  | chose  a room  in  a quiet  position.  But  she  | 
had  not  counted  upon  the  presence  of  the  mosquitoes  j 
which  abound  in  that  part  of  the  world.  One  or  two 
of  these  | 

41  gave  her  their  attention  during  the  night,  with 
the  | result  that  next  day  she  found  she  was  stung  I 
over  both  eyes,  and  soon  they  were  hopelessly  | closed.  | 

In  this  predicament,  friendless,  and  feeling 
very  | unwell,  she  had  to  stay  in  bed,  where  she  tried  | 
to  keep  up  her  spirits— hard  enough  work  in  the 
cir-  | cumstances.  At  dinner-times  he  rang  for  the 
wait-  | 

42  er.  On  account  of  her  distressed  condition  however,  | 
she  had  practically  forgotten  all  the  French  she  | 

i.  PUB,  being  a final  contraction,  cannot  be  used  at  the 
beginning  of  a word. 
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had  ever  known,  and  in  asking  for  dinner  used  the 
word  | for  who  instead  of  the  word  for  what,  saying 
in  a | tone  of  some  weariness: — “ Who  is  there?  ” | 

“ It  is  the  waiter,”  was  the  man’s  reply.  | 

“ But  who  is  there  to  eat  ? ” came  the  astonishing  | 
question.  | 

By  rights  the  young  waiter  ought  to  have  been 
frightened,  and  j 

43  under  the  impresssion  that  here  was  one  of 
those  canni-  j bals  of  whose  existence  he  had 
doubtless  been  J told  long  ago  by  his  father  ; but 
this  cannot  have  been  the  | case  for  he  entered  into 
no  discussion  or  argument.  | With  the  utmost 
politeness  and  dignity  he  bowed  and  | retired.  There 
was  no  further  calamity  : he  | returned  in  jubilation 
a moment  later,  bearing  J a lordly  dish. 


(For  the  remaining  Abb  re  viations  see  iBook  of  Contractions , 

p.p.  12-19.) 

The  reader  is  advised  now  to  get  any  book  he  likes  in 
Grade  II.  Braille  (Grade  I.  contains  no  word  signs  or 
contractions).  As  his  speed  will  not  be  great  the  book 
chosen  should  be  short  and  simply  written. 

The  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  35  Gt.  Smith  Street, 
S.W.i.  (Northern  Branch,  5 St.  John  Street,  Deansgate, 
Manchester),  issues  Braille  books  without  fee  to  blind 
readers,  postage  both  ways  being  paid  by  the  borrower. 
When  joining  the  Library  a beginnner  should  state  that 
he  is  a novice  at  finger-reading,  when  special  care  will 
be  taken  to  supply  him  with  books  having  good  dots. 
Application  for  membership  should  be  made  to  the 
Librarian. 
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